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FOREWORD

The Florida Department of Education, Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA),
proudly presents the 2001-2002 Annual Report to the Commissioner. OSFA
administers state-funded grants and scholarship programs and federal student loan
financial aid programs to assist students with the costs of postsecondary education.
This report details specific information on state-funded merit, need, and
special interest programs.

STATE STUDENT FINANCIAL AID DATABASE
The State Student Financial Aid Database, mandated by Section 240.40401, Florida
Statutes, completed its first annual cycle of operation in 2001-2002. This central
repository of financial aid information serves Florida residents by streamlining
processes for certifying applicant eligibility and processing awards. The database
will provide a high level of flexibility and comprehensive statistical and performance
reporting for all stakeholders.

During this first year, students were able to use a web-based application to apply for
state-funded financial aid programs to be awarded in the 2002-2003 academic year.
The universal web-based Florida Financial Aid Application replaced the process that
previously took numerous forms and paper applications. This new system provides
instant feedback and monitoring capabilities to students on their application and
award processes. It also collects necessary application information via an electronic
interface with other agencies.

The Office of Student Financial Assistance
We welcome you to share with legisiators, parents, and students the
accomplishments of the Florida financial aid programs for students outlined in this
report. Please feel free to call our toll-free customer assistance line at 1-888-827-
2004, visit our website at www.FloridaStudentFinancialAid.org, or write to The Office
of Student Financial Assistance, Fiorida Department of Education, 1940 North
Monroe Street, Suite 70, Tallahassee, Florida 32303-4759.
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2001-2002 Office of Student Financial Assistance
State Programs Expenditures

" Ethics in Busmess bcholareths . 401

Public Student Assistance Grant 48,763 £30,355,495 100%
Public Part-time Assistance Grant 8,658 $3,792,528 100%
Private Student Assistance Grant 11,567 $11,399 545 0%
Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant 0 788 $7.456,063 (%
African Afro-Caribbean Scholarship Program 1 $7,123 100%
Florida Education Fund N/A $1.000.000 N/A
Florida Fund for Minority Teachers 1.378 $2,250,000 N/A
Florida Work Experience Program 487 $1,147.109 4%
José Marti Scholarship Challenge Grant Program 82 $156,000 79%
Latin American Caribbean Basin Scholarship Program i $4,540 100%
Mary McLeod Bethune Scholarship Program 169 $490,500 0%
Prepaid Tuition Scholarships N/A $3,100,000 N/A
Rosewood Family Schelarship Program 20 $41,637 100%
Seminole and Mlccosukee Indian Scholarships 26 $21,164 50%

da Bngiﬁ Futures Scho]arshap Program

$048,506 79%
Florida Teacher Scholarship - Chappie James 375 $330,250 83%
Florida Teacher Scholarship - Forgivable Loan 121 $514,161 75%
Robert C. Byrd Schoiarskip Program* 1,252 $1.809,444 5i%
Scholarships for Children of Deceased or Disabled Veterans 168 $297,062 96%
William L. Boyd. IV Fionda Rcmdent Access Grdnts 31548 | '569 940, 347 0%

Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award 2,986

Scholarship Loan Program

$8.600

Student Loan Forgiveness

$100,539

Tuition Reimbursement Progre

Student Loan Forgiveness 1,779

50

$3,280,503

Tuition Reimbursement 2,507 $336,441
Exceptional Student Edycation Training Grant 481 $65.434
Instructional Aide Scholarship Program 663 $116,367
Totals: 218,563 $333,783,875

Florida Academic Scholars Award 24735 $67,261,535 89%
Top Scholars Award ** 261%* $3606,737 87%
Florida Merit Scholars Award 70,573 $103,792.891 91%
$3,493,754 95%

* Federally-funded program, 37% spent out of state.
** Duplicate students not counted in 1oal,
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Office of Student Financial Assistance
State Programs
2002-2003 Appropriations and Program Award Amounts

20602-2003 2002-2003
Appropriations Award Amounts

Program Title

Florida Student smsiance Grant

& Public Student Assistance Grant $60.853,254 $1.365 max - $200 min

o Public Part-time Assistance Grant ¥ time $1,024 max - $200 min
$6,695,486 Y2 time $683 max - $200 min

s Private Student Assistance Grant $10,737 529 $1,363 max - $200 min

» Postsecondary Assistance Grant $7.368.317 $1,365 max - $2606 min
Florida Education Fund $937.600 Determined by FL Educ. Fund
Florida Fund for Minority Teachers $2.109.600 $4,600
Floride Work Experience Program $1,069,922 Determined by Financial Need
José Marti Scholarship Challenge Grant $296,000 $2.000
Mary Mcleod Bethune Schoiarship $679.328 $3.000
Prepaid Tuition Scholarships $3.600,000 Determined by Prepaid

Tuition & Fees. $4,000 max

ho 100,000

ArE

Ethics in Business Scholarships $500,000 Determined by Sector Rep

Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship (Federal) $2.043.600 $1,500

Scholarships for Children of Deceased or Disabled Veterans $333.250 Average Tuition & Fees
illiam ida Resident Access Grants

$79.841.350 | $2.686

Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program $218,970,000
s Florida Academic Scholars 100% Cost Per Credit Hour, +
$600
¢ Top Scholars $1,500
* Florida Medallion (previcusly Merit) Scholars 75% Cost Per Credit Hour

Go % Cost Per Credit Hour

. qur

* CTS Student Loan Forgiveness $2,500 undergrad/$3,000 grad max
e CTS Tuition Reimbursement $78 per credit hour max
Total $399.969 837
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THE FEDERAL FAMILY EDUCATION LOAN PROGRAM

The Federal Family Education Loan Program (FFELP) was created through the
Higher Education Act of 1965 and is reauthorized by Congress every five years.
Guaranty agencies throughout the nation are designated to administer the program
at regional levels. OSFA is the designated guaranty agency for Florida.

The federal loan program is an insurance program. It promises lenders that if they
will make loans to postsecondary students who have no credit histories and no
collateral, and subsequently meet all regulatory collection requirements, the
guaranty agency will reimburse them for loans borrowers fail to repay. The
guaranty agency then receives partial reimbursement from the United States
Department of Education. In addition, the guaranty agency receives federal funding
to cover all administrative costs. This federal funding is based on the dollar volume
of loans the agency guarantees.

OSFA guarantees four types of loans: the Federal Stafford Subsidized Loan, the
Federal Stafford Unsubsidized Loan, the Federal Plus Loan, and the Federal
Consolidation Loan.

o The Federal Stafford Subsidized Loan is awarded on the basis of financial
need. The federal government pays interest on the loan until the student begins
repayment and during authorized periods of deferment.

» The Federal Stafford Unsubsidized Loan is not awarded on the basis of
need. Students who qualify for an unsubsidized loan are charged interest from
the date of the first disbursement until the ioan is paid in full. The student can
choose to pay the interest while in school or allow it to accumulate. If the
interest is allowed to accumulate, it will be added to the principal amount of the
student’s loan and will increase the amount owed.

» The Federal PLUS Loan enables eligible parents with good credit histories to
borrow money for their dependent undergraduate children who are enrolled at
least half time at a participating postsecondary school. The interest rate is
variable with a 9 percent cap.

» The Federal Consolidation Loan is designed to help student and parent
borrowers consolidate several types of federal student loans with various
repayment schedules into one loan. FFELP Consolidation loans are available
from participating lenders such as banks and credit unions. Most federal
student loans or PLUS loans can be consolidated.




Award Level
Award levels vary for the Federal Stafford Unsubsidized and Federal
Subsidized Loans, depending upon the student’s status.

If a student is a first year dependent undergraduate, enrolled in a program of study
that is at least a full academic year, he or she may borrow up to $2,625. After the
first year of study, a student may borrow up to $3,500 a year. The maximum loan
amount increases to $5,500 a year once two years of study have been completed.

An independent undergraduate student or a dependent student whose parents do
not qualify for a PLUS Loan may borrow up to $6,625 for the first year, $7,500 after
completion of the first year of study, and $10,500 per year once two years of study
have been completed.

Generally, the total outstanding debt a student can incur from all Stafford Loans
combined is $23,000 as a dependent undergraduate student, $46,000 as an
independent undergraduate, and $138,500 as a graduate or professional student.
The graduate debt limit includes any Stafford Loans received for undergraduate
study.

The yearly limit on a PLUS Loan is equal to the student’s cost of attendance minus
any other financial aid received.

Eligibility
Eligible students meet the following criteria for any of the federal student loan
programs:

+ Meet financial requirements if loan program is need based.

+ Have a high school diploma or a General Education Development (GED)
Certificate, pass a test approved by the U.S. Department of Education, or
meet other standards established by the state and approved by the U.S.
Department of Education, or complete a high school education in a home
school setting that is treated as a home school or private school under
state law.

» Is enrolled or accepted for enroliment as a regular student working
toward a degree or certificate in an eligible program. Students may not
receive aid for correspondence or telecommunications courses unless they
are part of an associate, bachelor's, or graduate degree program.

» U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen.

+ Have a valid Social Security Number.

e Make satisfactory academic progress.




e Sign a statement on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
certifying that federal student aid will be used only for educational

pUrposes.

« Sign a statement on the FAFSA certifying that the student is not in default
on a federal student loan and does not owe money back on a federal
student grant.

s Register with the Selective Service, if required.

Key Statistics

The Florida Department of Education, Office of Student Financial Assistance, has
been a guaranty agency since the inception of the Federal Loan Programs
authorized by the Higher Education Act of 1965. OSFA serves as a guaranty agency
for postsecondary institutions which are certified to receive Title IV funds and
participate in the program.

- Florida Family Education Loan Program

Loan Type 1998-1999 19992000 2000-2001 2001-2002
Subsidized Count 123,481 127,366 141,961 165,846
Subsidized Volume | $379.951.062 $363 484,982 $411313.482 $479317.767
Unsubsidized Count 74,228 82,256 92,978 119,978
Unsubsidized $227,392,702 $239,037,225 $284,313,301 $369,385,992
Volume
PLUS Count 7.129 7.174 8.290 8,922
PLUS Volume $45.965,486 $50,247.040 $61,039.219 $67.272.432
Consolidated Count 2,830 3,027 5,885 21,541
Consolidated $44,398,652 $48,520,795 $123,323,448 $443.,105,062
Volume
Total Count 207,668 219,833 249,114 316,287
Total Volume $697,707,902 $701,290,042 $879.989.450 | $1,359,081,253







Need-Based Programs

Florida Student Assistance Grant Programs
African and Afro-Caribbean Scholarship Program
Florida Work Experience Program
José Marti Scholarship Challenge Grant Program
Latin American and Caribbean Basin Scholarship Program
Mary McLeod Bethune Scholarship Program
Rosewood Family Scholarship Program
Seminole and Miccosukee Indian Scholarships
Florida Education Fund
Florida Fund for Minority Teachers

Florida Prepaid College Program







Ftbrada Statutes 240.409, 4095, 4007  State Board of Education Rules 6A-20.031, 1032, .033

As Florida’s largest need-based program, the Florida Student Assistance Grant
Program (FSAG) consists of four separately funded student financial aid programs
available to degree-seeking Florida undergraduate students with demonstrated
substantial financial need. FSAG is comprised of funds acquired through annual
Florida appropriations, the federal Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnership
Program (LEAP), and the Special Leveraging Education Assistance Partnership
Program (SLEAP).

+ The Florida Public Student Assistance Grant is available to students who
attend state universities and community colleges.

» The Florida Part-Time Public Student Assistance Grant is available to part-
time students who attend state universities and community colleges.

» The Florida Private Student Assistance Grant is available to students who
attend eligible nonprofit private colleges and universities.

» The Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant is available to students
who attend eligible degree-granting private colleges and universities which
are not eligible under the Florida Private Student Assistance Grant.

Each institution participating in this decentralized program determines application
deadlines, student eligibility, and award amounts within statutory requirements.

Award Level

This year’s FSAG award ranged from $200 to $1,300, as determined by the
institutions based upon their funding allocation and the number of eligible students.
The FSAG, in combination with other financial aid, may not exceed the student's
demonstrated financial need. Financial need includes the institutional cost of
attendance, Expected Family Contribution (EFC) as determined by the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), federal grants, and aid from other
sources.

Eligibility

An eligible recipient is a full-time, degree seeking, undergraduate student who
meets state residency requirements, is a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen, and
demonstrates financial need as defined by the Department. The 2001
Appropriations Bill provided $3,828,086 to extend eligibility for participation in the
Florida Public Assistance Grant Program to part-time students who attend public
universities and colleges and meet all other eligibility requirements. Students apply
for FSAG through the FAFSA.

To earn grant renewal, students must meet general eligibility requirements,
eamn a 2.0 cumulative grade point average (GPA), and 12 credit hours or the




equivalent for each term an award is received. Students who provide
documentation of disabilities are eligible for part-time awards under
provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act.

Key Statistics

The 2001-2002 appropriation for FSAG programs was $73,003,431, a 13%
increase over the previous year’s appropriation. This increase enabled
eligible Florida colleges and universities to fund 11,546 more students than in
academic year 2000-2001. Over 78,000 students received an average
award amount of $927.

Public FSAG

In 2001-2002 the average cost of tuition and fees at a state university was $2,551,

an 8% increase over the previous year. The average 2001-2002 Public FSAG award
was $1,032, a 2% increase over the previous year’s funding. Over 48,000 students
were served by this program.

Public Part-time FSAG

To address the needs of the non-traditional student, the 2001 General
Appropriations Act appropriated $3,792,528 which funded 8,658 eligible part-time
students enrolled at public postsecondary institutions with an average award of
$438.

Private FSAG

Non-profit domestic postsecondary institutions which offer four-year degrees and
are accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Universities may be
eligible to participate in the Private FSAG program. The average 2001-2002 Private
FSAG award was $985 to 11,567 students.

Postsecondary FSAG
Private nursing diploma schools approved by the Florida Board of Nursing,

and those institutions licensed or exempt from licensure by the State Board of
Independent Colieges and Universities (excluding those institutions from
which students are eligible to receive a Florida Private Student Assistance
Grant) participate in the Postsecondary FSAG program. The 2001-2002
average Postsecondary FSAG award was $762 to 9,788 students.




lorida Student Assistance Grant

Number of Students Funded by Sector 1997/1998-2001/2002

1997-98 30,141
1998-99 29,652
1993-00 36,549
2000-01 48,705
2001-02 48,763

7.515
7,857
9,188
10,135
11,567

2.877
2,956
6,674
8,390
9,788

40,533
40,465
52,411
67,230
78,776

Expenditures by Sector 1997/1998-2001/2002

1997-98
1998-59
1999-00
2000-01
2001-02

$28,378,970
$27,308,172
$30,956,659
546,312,304
$50,355,495

30

$0

50

$0
$3,792,528

$6,696,381
$6,788,723
$8,367,975
$9,494,020
$11,399,545

$1,752,612
$1,827,765
$4,742,219
$6,605,063
$7.,456,063

$36,827,963
$35,924,650
$44,068,853
$65,411,387
$73,003,631

$814
5888
$841
§973
$927
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. " African and Afro-Caribbean Scholarship Program =
Florida Statute 240.4145

The purpose of the African and Afro-Caribbean Scholarship Program was to provide
scholarships for eligible postsecondary students from sub-Saharan African and Afro-
Caribbean countries to pursue vocational programs in Florida that will enable them
to address the infrastructure needs of developing third world countries. It is the
intent of the Florida Legisiature to phase out this program. No new awards have
been made since 1997. The program concluded at the end of the 2001-2002
academic year.

Award Level

The maximum annual award amount of the scholarship is $10,000. Students in this
program received out-of-state tuition rate waivers and scholarship assistance for
tuition and fees, travel expenses, insurance, and cost of visas. The annual award

for 2001-2002 was $7,123.

Eligibility

Eligible recipients in this program were citizens of a sub-Saharan African or Afro-
Caribbean country, demonstrated financial need, enrolled full-time as undergraduate
or vocational students at an eligible institution, maintained passing grades, and
declared their intention to return to their country of origin and remain there for the
number of years awarded.

Key Statistics
The General Appropriations Acts from 1997-98 through 2001-02 have not provided
for new awards for the African and Afro-Caribbean Scholarship Program.

The descending number of awarded students reflects their successful graduation
with the help of this scholarship program.

ar | Stidents Total SRR e e
1997-98 $57,660 $75,785
1998-99 $44.659 $93,600
1999-00 $38.027 $93,600
2000-01 $27.617 $43,600
2001-02 $7,123 $36,150

11
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" Florida Work Experience Program
Fionda Statute 240.606  State Board of Education Rufe 6A 20 038

The Florida Work Experience Program (FWEP) is a self-help, need-based student
financial assistance program intended to facilitate student employment in
occupations complementary to students’ educational endeavors and career goals.
FWEP provides employment opportunities for students at a reduced cost to the
employer. Public school employers are funded 100% of the students’ wages and
private employers are funded 70% of the students’ wages.

Award Level
Each student’s award is based on his/her level of need, as well as the institutions
allocation of funds.

Eligibility

As a decentralized program, each eligible participating institution determines student
eligibility. To qualify, applicants file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA), demonstrate financial need, and enroll at least half time. Renewal
applicants must have maintained a 2.0 GPA and earned 12 credit hours per term, or
the equivalent for a prorated amount, during the previous summer and two
semesters or three quarters.

Key Statistics

Of the 39 public schools, 11 (including four public universities) participated in the
program during the 2001-02 academic year. Of the 54 private colleges eligible to
participate in FWEP, six participated.

For the 2001-02 year, 487 students were awarded, an increase of approximately
35% in the number of students participating. The average award was $2,355.

' Florida Work Experience Program ==
 Expenditures by Sector 1997/1998-2001/2002

1997-98 118,
$1,133,686 $799,243

1998-99 2}

1999-00 14 $577,438 $800,000
2000-01 17 $819,399 $1,069,922
2001-02 17 51,147,100 $1,069,922

*Expended funds exceeded appropriations because institutions spent the balance remaining from
previous years.
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' José Marti Scholarship Challenge Grant Fund
Fiorlda Statute 240.412  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.023

The purpose of the José Marti Scholarship Challenge Grant fund is to reward
Florida’s Hispanic-American high school graduates for their academic achievement.
Applicants of this very competitive program are ranked first according to their
financial need and then by grade point average.

Award Level

The annual award is $2,000. Scholarships are funded by private and state
contributions, Each year new awards are dependent on private funds which are
matched by the state. Each $1,000 provided in private funds is matched by $2,000
in state funds, up to the level of that year’s appropriation.

Eligibility

Eligible José Marti Scholarship Challenge Grant Fund recipients are Florida residents
of Spanish culture who were born in, or whose natural parents were born in, either
Mexico, Spain, or a Hispanic country of the Caribbean, Central America, or South
America. All applicants complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) to demonstrate financial need. Students with the lowest expected family
contribution are given priority. They must also have earned an unweighted
cumulative GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale by the seventh semester of their senior year in
high school.

Key Statistics
This year, 47 students received renewal awards and 35 initial applicants were
awarded.

jarti Scholarship Challenge Grant Fund
Expenditures by Sector 1997/1998-2001/2002

Year Students

tures Students P es Students p
1997-98 32 $62 000 52 $98,000 84 $160.000
1998-99 30 $57,000 49 $93,000 79 $150,000
1999-00 22 $39,000 50 $87,000 70 $126,000
2000-01 18 $34,000 50 $93,000 67 $127,060
2001-02 18 $36,000 65 §120,000 82 $156,000
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Florida Statute 240.414

The purpose of the Latin American and Caribbean Basin Scholarship Program was to
provide support for students from Latin American and Caribbean Basin countries to
pursue postsecondary training in Florida designed to enable them to address the
social and economic development needs of their countries. It is the intent of the
Florida Legislature to phase out this program, and no new awards have been made
since 1997. The program conciudes at the end of the 2001-2002 academic

year.

Award Level
Students in this program receive out-of-state tuition rate waivers and scholarship
assistance for tuition and fees, insurance, travel, and the cost of visas.

Eligibility

Citizens of a Caribbean, Central American, or South American country who
demonstrated financial need and enrolled full-time as an undergraduate student at
an eligible college or university were eligible recipients of this program as long as
they maintained a 2.0 GPA. Recipients were also required to declare their intention
to return to their home country and remain there for the number of years awarded.

Key Statistics

The General Appropriations Acts from 1997-98 to 2001-2002 have not provided for
new awards for the Latin American and Caribbean Basin Scholarship Program.

The Latin American and Caribbean Basin Scholarship Program funded one student
attending a public postsecondary institution during the 2001-2002 academic year.

in Scholarship Prograi

o Year . enditures | Appropriatios
1997-98 136,794 $156,000
1998-99 8 $10,783 $86,260 $304,200
1999-00 4 $8,657 $34,628 $156,000
2000-01 i $13.620 $13,620 $28,440
2001-02 1 $4,540 $4,540 $14,940
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. Mary McLeod Bethune Scholarship Program
Florida Statute 240.4125  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20. 029

The Mary MclLeod Bethune Scholarship Program provides financial assistance to
undergraduate students who meet scholastic requirements, demonstrate financial
need, and attend Bethune-Cookman College, Edward Waters College, Florida
Agricultural and Mechanical University, or Florida Memorial College. Available funds
are contingent upon matching contributions from private sources on behalf of
eligible institutions.

Award Level

Annual awards of $3,000 are comprised of $1,000 in private funds and $2,000 in
matching state funds. Participating institutions may choose to prorate awards in order
to accommodate all eligible students.

Eligibility

Eligible scholarship recipients enroll full-time at one of the historically African-American
Florida postsecondary institutions. They demonstrate financial need, have earmed a
minimum unweighted cumulative grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale in high
school, and meet application requirements specified by the institution. Selection of
applicants is made by each institution with priority given to eligible renewal students
who demonstrate the greatest financial need. Eligible renewal students have earned a
3.0 cumulative GPA and 12 credit hours for each term an award was received.

Key Statistics

The average amount of an award for the 2001-2002 academic year was $2,902. Of
those students awarded, 62% attended Bethune-Cookman College, 12% attended
Edward Waters College, and 26% attended Florida Memorial College.

Year xpenditures Expenditures Expen ltures
1997-98 132 $375,000 0 $0 $375,000
1998-99 125 $354,000 0 $0 $354,000
1999-00 133 $367.500 55 $165,000 $532,500
2000-01 139 $390,000 50 $150,000 $540,000
2001-02 169 $490,500 0 30 $490,500

*Bethune-Cookman College, Edward Waters College, Florida Memorial College
**Florida Agricuttural and Mechanical University
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- 'Rosewood Family Scholarship Program
FEorlda Statute 240.4126  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20. 027

The Rosewood Family Scholarship Program was created to provide student financial
assistance for up to 25 eligible minority students who attend a state university, public
community college, or public postsecondary vocational-technical school. Direct
descendants of Rosewood families affected by the incidents of January 1923 receive
priority for awards.

Award Level
Annual award amounts are based on the cost of matriculation and fees not to
exceed $4,000.

Eligibility

Direct descendants of the Rosewood families receive priority for Rosewood Family
Scholarship awards. Applicants who are direct descendants of Rosewood families
must certify Rosewood family membership. If awards remain, eligible non-
descendant scholarship recipients are minority students of African-American,
Hispanic, Asian, Pacific Islander, American Indian, or Alaskan Native ethnicity who
demonstrate financial need by filing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA). All scholarship recipients must enroll full time at an eligible public
postsecondary institution.

Key Statistics

Awards were first made in 1994. The annual appropriation for this scholarship is
$100,000. The average award amount for 2001-2002 was $2,082. Awards are
limited to the cost of matriculation and fees at public institutions.

1997-98 $42,183 $42,183
1998-9% $45314 25 $45314
1999-00 $48,250 25 $48,290
2000-01 $49.,025 26 346,025
2001-02 341,637 20 $41,637
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. 'Seminole and Miccosukee Indian Scholarships
Florida Statute 240.413  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.020

The purpose of the Seminole and Miccosukee Indian Schaolarships is to encourage
and assist students from the Seminole Tribe of Florida and the Miccosukee Tribe of
Florida to pursue postsecondary education.

Award Level
The respective tribes establish the annual award level based on the annual
allocation, the number of eligible students, and their cost of education.

Eligibility

The educational directors of each tribe select scholarship recipients based on
financial need and academic requirements. In the decentralized process of student
eligibility and selection, students submit their applications to the respective tribal
office, and the tribe recommends an annual award amount to the Department.

Key Statistics

The Department of Education allocates funding based on the proportionate
percentage of each tribe's membership each year. The average award per student
this academic year was $814. For each of the previous five years, the appropriation
for this program was $61,040. The 2001-2002 appropriation was $45,780.

: -and Miccosukee Indian Scholarships
Expendltures by Sector 1997 /1998-2001/2002

Year Students Expendltures Students Expenditures Students Expendltures
1997-98 0 $0 15 $30,024 15 $30,024
1598-99 3 $18,517 15 $35,663 18 $54,180
1999-00 8 $19,000 15 $26,884 23 $45,884
2000-01 7 $7,500 25 $16,883 32 524,383
2001-02 13 $11,215 13 $9,949 26 521,164

23




24




Florida Education Fund (Section 240.498, Florida Statutes) www.fl-educ-fd.org

The Florida Education Fund (FEF) was funded initially by a major grant from the
McKnight Foundation of Minneapolis, Minnesota, and a challenge grant from the
Foundation which required matching funds from the Florida Legislature, The
program, originally called the McKnight Programs in Higher Education, was
administered by the Florida Association of Colleges and Universities (FACU). For
2001-2002, an appropriation of $1,000,000 was transferred to the FACU for program
administration.

Florida Fund for Minority Teachers, Inc. (Section 240.4129, Florida Statutes)
www.ffmt.org

FFMT awards the Minority Teacher Education Scholarship (MTES) to minority
students wishing to become teachers in Floridas public school system. The primary
purpose of the program is to attract community college graduates who are capable
and promising minority students to pursue teaching careers in Florida’s public
schools. The program is administered by a non-profit organization housed at the
University of Florida’s College of Education and governed by a Board of Directors
comprised of higher education leaders throughout the state.

For 2001-2002, an appropriation of $2,250,000 funded 1,378 students.

Florida Prepaid College Program (Section 240.551, Florida Statutes)
www.floridaprepaidcollege.com

Florida Prepaid, sponsored by the state of Florida, allows parents, grandparents, and
others to lock in the cost of college at today’s prices. The program is a prepayment
contract for postsecondary education that locks in the cost of tuition at the time the
contract is purchased, no matter how much college costs increase in the future.

The plan can be used at any public Florida university or community college, most
private colleges in Florida, a select group of technical schools, and most out-of-state
nonprofit colleges.

The Florida Prepaid College Board administers the program and is comprised of
seventeen members including the Insurance Commissioner, Comptroller, Chancellor
of the Division of Colleges and Universities, Chancellor of the Division of Community
Colleges, and three members appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the
Florida Senate.

For 2001-2002, an appropriation of $3,000,000 was transferred to the Florida
Prepaid College Board for program administration.
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Special Interest Programs

Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist Shortage
Scholarship Loan Program

Ethics in Business Scholarships
Florida Teacher Scholarship and Forgivable Loan Program
Robert C. Byrd Scholarship Program
Scholarships for Children of Deceased or Disabled Veterans

William L. Boyd, IV, Florida Resident Access Grant
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Critical Occupatzonal Therapist.or Physu:al Theraplst Shartage

: _“Scholarship Loan Program
Florida Statute 240.6074 State Board of Education Ruie GA 20 042

The purpose of the Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist Shortage
Schoelarship Loan Program (OT/PT-SL) is to encourage students to pursue degrees in
one of these two professions and declare their intent to work as full-time therapists
in Florida publicly-funded schools (K-12).

Award Level
Florida Statute sets the maximum annual award for the OT/PT-SL Program at
$4,000. Students may receive awards for a maximum of four semesters or six

quarters.

Eligibility

Eligible recipients of the OT/PT-SL are enrolled in a therapist assistant program or
an upper division or graduate level therapist program at an eligible Florida
institution, and declare an intent to be employed for a minimum of three years as a
licensed therapist in a Florida publicly-funded school (K-12). Eligible initial
applicants are ranked and selected on the basis of cumulative, unweighted grade
point averages.

Key Statistics

The average award for the 2001-2002 academic year was $4,000. This program
shared an appropriation with the OT/PT Loan Forgiveness and the OT/PT Tuition
Reimbursement Programs.

~' ' OT/PT scholarship Loan Program

- Year tudents- S Funds A ..
1997-98 15 $5’7 792
1998-99 15 $54,000
[999-00 10 $38,000
2000-01 9 $28.,000
2001-02 2 $8.000
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Ethics in Business Scholarships
Florida Statute 240.6054

The Ethics in Business Scholarship Program provides assistance to undergraduate
students who enroll in Florida community colleges and eligible private Florida
colleges and universities. This program is administered by the Florida Independent
College Fund, the Foundation for Florida's Community Colleges, and the Office of
Student Financial Assistance.

Award Level

Each sector sets the award level,

Eligibility

This program has decentralized administration, and student efigibility requirements

are determined by the sectors or participating institutions.

Key Statistics

The Ethics in Business Scholarship Program was created by the 1997 Florida
Legislature from funds received from a $6 million settlement as specified in the
Consent Order of the Treasurer and Insurance Commissioner, case number 18900-
96-c. A trust fund in the amount of $4,867,420 dollars was created for the purpose

of a scholarship.

» Annual allocations are based on the accrued annual interest from the
Department of Education endowed trust fund.

e During 2001-2002, a total of 401 students were funded $648,506 with an
average award amount of $1,617. The total funding amount represents the
2001-2002 allocations plus balances from previous years.

The Florida Independent College Fund receives one-third of the allocation, and the
Foundation for Florida’s Community Colleges receives two-thirds. Each sector then
provides matching funds of 100% for expenditures. Unspent dollars are carried over
for use in the subsequent academic year.

Ethics in Business Scholarships

Students
1998-99 95
1999-00 80
2000-01 60
2001-02 86

Average Award Expenditures

$3,503 $332,800
$3,000 $240,000
$2.500 $150,000
$2,825 $243,000

Students

218
458
379
315

Average Award

$1,105
$1,266
$1,667
$1,287

Expenditures
$240,853
$579,615
$631,737
$405,506
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Florida Teacher Scholarship and Forgivable Loan Program
Florida Statute 240.4063  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.039

The purpose of the Florida Teacher Scholarship and Forgivable Loan program
(FTS&FL) is to attract capable and promising students to the teaching profession,
attract teachers to identified areas of critical teaching shortages, attract liberal arts
and science graduates to teaching, and provide opportunity for persons making mid-
career decisions to enter the teaching profession. FTS&FL is comprised of a two-
year scholarship for freshmen and sophomores, the "Chappie” James Most
Promising Teacher Scholarship, and a two-year loan program for juniors, seniors,
and graduate students, the Critical Teacher Shortage (CTS) Forgivable Loan
Program.

Award Level

The maximum annua! Florida Teacher Scholarship award is $1,500 for two years
or until the student earns 60 credit hours. Awards are prorated if funds are
insufficient to provide all eligible recipients with a full scholarship.

The maximum annual Forgivable Loan award is $4,000 toward completion of
undergraduate study for no more than two years unless a student is enrolled in a
teacher program requiring five years of instruction. The maximum annual award
toward completion of graduate study is $8,000 for no more than two years. Loan
recipients who do not fulfili the teaching obligation in Florida publicly-funded or
developmental research schools are required to repay the loan plus interest.

Eligibility

Scholarship recipients must:

« submit an application and be nominated by their Florida high school principal;

» have a minimum unweighted cumulative GPA of 3.0;

 be ranked in the top quartile of their senior class, and have either an ACT or SAT
test score;

» provide written acknowledgment of their intent to enter the public school {(K-12}
teaching profession in Florida;

» have been an active member of a future teacher organization, if one exists at their
high school; and

 enroll in an appropriate degree program.

Scholarship applicants are ranked first by intent to enter the teaching profession in
Florida, then by GPA. One recipient is selected from each public high school and a
proportional number from all private high schools. Fifteen percent of the
scholarships are designated for eligible minority students.
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Undergraduate and graduate Forgivable Loan recipients must:

« be enrolled in a state-approved teacher preparation program which leads to
certification in one of the approved critical teacher shortage areas; and

» provide written declaration of their intent to teach in publicly-funded elementary or
secondary schools in Florida equal to the number of years the loan is awarded.

In addition, undergraduate Forgivable Loan recipients must:

» be upper division students,

« have scored in the top 40” percentile or better on the SAT or ACT,
s have earned a minimum cumulative undergraduate GPA of 2.5, and
« not have previously earned a bachelor’s degree.

Graduate level Forgivable Loan recipients must:

» have a bachelor’s degree from an accredited postsecondary institution,
» have earned a minimum cumuiative undergraduate GPA of 3.0, or

« earned at least a 1000 on the Graduate Record Examination (GRE), and
e not hold a bachelor’s degree in a critical teacher shortage area.

Key Statistics

In 2001-2002 the “Chappie” James Most Promising Teacher Scholarship and the
Critical Teacher Shortage Forgivable Loan Program shared an appropriation of
$1,392,750. The average award for the 2001-2002 “Chappie” James recipient was
$1,414. The average 2001-2002 CTS Forgivable Loan award for both undergraduate
and graduate students was $4,249.

lorida Teacher Scholarship and Forgivable Loan

pi es -givabl
Year Students Expenditures | Students Expenditures | Students  Expenditures
1997-98 416 $606,750 226 $971,779 642 $1,578,529
1998-99 437 $603,000 199 $908,373 636 $1,511,373
1999-00 423 $602,250 110 $493,838 533 $1,096,088
2000-01 424 $571,500 214 $857,591 638 $1,429,091
2001-02 375 $530,250 121 $514,161 496 $1.044.411

34




Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship Program .~
A Federal Program Administered by the Florida Department of Education

The federally-funded Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship Program provides
scholarships to public and private high school graduating seniors and GED
recipients.

Award Level

The maximum amount awarded each Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship recipient
for the 2001-2002 award year was $1,500. For the purposes of this program,
Florida is divided into five geographical regions. In order to distribute fundsin a
geographically equitable manner, the number of initial awards for each region is
based on its proportionate percentage of high school graduates each year.

Eligibility

To be awarded a scholarship by the Florida Department of Education, students must
be nominated by the principal, director, or headmaster of the private or public
school they attend. Students may attend a school in Florida or out of state, but
Florida residency must be established to receive an award. Although applications
are not required for renewal, students must demonstrate satisfactory academic
progress as defined by the postsecondary institution they attend.

Key Statistics

The award amount is determined each year by the U.S. Congress. The average
award for the 2001-2002 academic year was $1,433. An appropriation of
$1,987,000 reflects the total number of initial and renewal awards permitted. The
difference between the Funds Disbursed in the chart below and the total
appropriation listed above denotes that some students did not accept their renewal

awards.

" Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship =~

o Year . Funds Disbursed
1997-98 $1,179,005
1998-99 1,148 $1,620.880
1999-00 1,140 $1,644,278
2000-01 1,242 $1,713,237
2001-02 1,252 $1,809.444
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- Scholarships for Children of Deceased or Disabled Veterans -
Florida Statute 295.01  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.019

The purpose of the Scholarships for Children of Deceased or Disabled Veterans
Program (CDDV) is to provide educational opportunities to dependent children of
Florida veterans who have died or have been determined 100% disabled as a result
of specified military actions, or who have been declared Prisoners of War or Missing

in Action.

Award Level
Award amounts are based on the cost of matriculation and fees at public

postsecondary institutions.

Eligibility

Eligible recipients of the Scholarships for Children of Deceased or Disabled Veterans
are students between the ages of 16 and 22 who are dependents of Florida
veterans. All military actions and wars from World War I through the Persian Gulf
War and Operation Just Cause may qualify program applicants. The scholarship is
limited to full-time students who are seeking a degree or certificate at eligible
Florida public or private postsecondary education institutions.

Key Statistics
The 2001-2002 appropriation was $333,250. There were 168 eligible students who

received an average annual award of $1,768.

In response to the terrorist attack of September 11, 2001, and the resulting
conflicts, the 2002 Florida Legislative Session added Operation Enduring Freedom to
the list of military actions and wars covered under this program.

- Private Sector = ublic Sector

 Year Studems Expenditures | Students Expendltures Siudenfs | Expend1 ures”'
1997-98 4 $6,159 92 $127,871 96 $134,030
1998-99 6 $12,918 108 $157,737 114 $170,655
1999-00 14 $27,181 128 $187.680 142 $214,861
2000-01 14 $25,484 144 $225,707 158 $251,191
2001-02 12 $28.983 161 $268,079 168* $297,062

* The total of 168 reflects an unduplicated count.
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William L. Boyd, IV, Florida Resident Access Grant
Florida Statute 240.605  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.007

The William L. Boyd, 1V, Florida Resident Access Grant (FRAG) provides tuition
assistance to students attending eligible independent nonprofit colleges or
universities in Florida. The Florida Legislature considers higher education at these
independent institutions an integral part of Florida’s higher educational system,
reducing the tax burden on the citizens of Florida; therefore, it is the intent of this
program to award tuition assistance to offset private postsecondary tuition for
citizens of Florida. FRAG is not considered financial assistance nor is based on
financial need.

Award Level

The amount of an award depends on a percentage of the state’s cost for a full-time
undergraduate student to attend a state university or on an amount specified in the
General Appropriations Act. The 2001-2002 General Appropriations Act set the
maximum award amount at $2,686. The annual maximum award for 2001-
2002 was prorated in order to fund all eligible students.

Eligibility

The Florida Resident Access Grant is available to Florida residents who attend
eligible postsecondary institutions as full-time, degree seeking, undergraduate
students. Eligible institutions include independent, nonprofit Florida colleges and
universities located in and chartered by the state which have a secular purpose,
grant bachelor degrees, and are accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

Key Statistics
Although the appropriation amount remained level for the past two years, there was
a 5% increase in the number of students funded.

1997-98 $28,852,200 $28,032,605 20,403 $1,374% $1,800
1998-99 $40,852,200 $38,770,381 21,657 $1,790 $1,800
1999-00 $48,232,944 $47,645.674 23,787 $2,003 $2,074
2000-01 $70,830,388 $70,644,880 29,999 $2,355% $2,813
2001-02 $70,830,383 $69,940,547 31,548 $2,216* $2,686

* prorated award amounts were made to accommaodate all eligible applicants with appropriated funds.

39




40




Merit-Based Programs

Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program
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Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program =
Florida Statutes 240.40201- .40209

Funded by the Florida lottery, the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program
{FBFSP) rewards Florida high school students for their high academic achievement.
In addition, this program encourages students to continue their postsecondary
education at a Florida institution of higher education.

Award Level

Florida’s merit-based scholarship program consists of three award categories: the
Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) award, the Florida Merit Scholars (FMS) award, and
the Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars {(GSV) award.

» Recipients of the FAS award receive the equivalent of 100% of the cost of tuition
and fees at a Florida public postsecondary institution, plus $300 per semester for
coliege-related expenses.

 The highest ranked FAS initial recipient from each district receives an additional
$750 per semester as the Academic Top Scholar (ATS).

» Recipients of the FMS and the GSV awards receive the equivalent of 75% of the
cost of tuition and fees at a public postsecondary institution.

» Bright Futures award recipients attending private institutions receive fixed award
amounts based on 100% (FAS) or 75% (FMS, GSV) of the average tuition and
fees covered at a comparable Florida public institution.
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Eligibility

diploma with:

s 3.5 weighted GPA

s 15 credits of college
preparatory academic courses
and

¢ 75 hours of community service.

» Best composite score of 1270
SATor28 ACT

The other ways to qualify listed

below must also meet the

community service hours
reguirement.

e  Natl. Merit or Achievement
Scholars and Finalists
National Hispanic Schelars
IB Diploma Recipients

s  Students who have completed
the IB Curriculum with best
composite score of 1270 SAT
or 28 ACT

e Students who have attended a
home education program
according to 5.232.02(4), F.8,,
registered with the district
during grades 11 and 12, with
best composite score of 1270
SAT or 28 ACT

+  GED with best composite
score of 1270 SAT or 28 ACT
and a 3.5 weighted GPA in the
above 15 required credits

+ Early Admissions - best
composite score of 1270 SAT
or 28 ACT & a 3.5 weighted
GPA in courses completed.

| Standard Florida high school

qui
TF e

diploma with:

» 3.0 weighted GPA

e 15 credits of college preparatory
academic courses,

¢ No community service
requirement.

» Best composite score of 970
SAT or 20 ACT

rements for 2002 High School Graduates

diploma with:

* 3.0 weighted GPA

s 15.5 core credits required for
high school graduation and

e a 3.5 unweighted GPA in a
minimum of 3 vocational
credits in one vocational

prograri.
+ No community service
requirement
e Students must earn the minimum
score on each subsection of
the CPT, SAT, or ACT:
- CPT: Reading 83
Sentence Skills 83
Algebra 72
- SAT: Verbal 440
Math 440
- ACT: English 17
Reading 18
Math 19

+ National Merit or
Achievement Scholars and
Finalists and National
Hispanic Scholars who have
not completed 75 hours of
community service

e Students who have completed
the IB Curriculum with best
composite score of 970 SAT
or 20 ACT

+ Students who have attended a
home education program
according to 5. 232.02(4),
F.S., registered with the
district during grades 11 and
12, and have a best
composite score of 1070 SAT
or 23 SAT

¢ GED with best composite
score of 970 SAT or 20 ACT
and a 3.0 weighted GPA in
the above 15 required credits

* Early Admissions with best
compaosite score of 970 SAT
or20 ACTanda3.0 GPA in
curriculum courses
completed

GED and test requirements listed
above and 3.0 weighted GPA using
the 15.5 credits listed above, and a
3.5 unweighted GPA ina
minimum of 3 vocational credits in
one vocational program.




Other eligibility requirements for 2002 High School Graduates

In addition to meeting the academic requirements for eligibility, a student must:

apply by completing a Florida Financial Aid Application by the date of the
student’s high school graduation;

be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen (the
postsecondary institution attended determines Florida residency and citizenship
status);

earn a standard Florida high school diploma or its equivalent (see the Bright
Futures website at www.MyFloridaEducation.com/brfuture for information
regarding students in an Early Admissions Program, students completing a
Home Education Program, students earning a diploma via the GED exam, or
students who are dependents of persons on military or public service
assignment outside of Florida);

be accepted by and seeking a degree or certificate in an eligible Florida public
or independent postsecondary educational institution;

be enrolled for at least six semester credit hours or the equivalent per term;
not have been found guilty of or pled no contest to a felony charge; and
receive the first disbursement, or apply for reinstatement, within three years of
high school graduation.

Key Statistics

Of the 33,047 students receiving Florida Bright Futures Scholarship funding for
the first time in the 2001-2002 academic year, 75% met the renewal
requirement to continue receiving funding in 2002-2003.

91% of students receiving Bright Futures scholarships for the 2001-2002
academic year attended public postsecondary institutions.

Summer funding was not available during the 2002 summer sessions.
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Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program

1997-08 19 7,011 9,861 6,838 23,7160 30,701
1998-99 64 7453 15,576 2314 25,3430 32,048
1999-00 66 7,926 18,201 2,402 28,529 35614
2000-01 63 6,031 24,184 2,040 32255 39,729
2001-02 66 6,345 25,495 1.210 33,050] 40,580
1997-98%% 161 11,608 3,174 3,827 18,6091 24,090
1998-99 152 14,132 9,569 7,021 30,7220 34,834
1999-00 170 16,348 22221 3,907 42,476] 45,188
2000-01 179 18,443 34,296 2,062 54,801 57,405
2001-02 195 18,390 45,078 1,776 65.244] 76411
199798 200 18,619 13,035 10,665 423190 54,791
1998-99 216 21,585 25,145 9,333 56,065 66,382
1999-00 236 24274 40,422 6,309 71,005 80,802
2000-01 242 24,474 58,480 4,102 87.056]  97.134
2001-02 261 24,735 70,573 2,986 98,294] 116,991

$43,603,062

1697-98 $289,874 $15,242,245;  $10,431,788
1998-99 §302,434} §51,827,637| $31,153,146] $10,049,353
1999-00 $356,993| $65.248,346) $58,656,888 $7,588,704
2000-01 $343,304| $68.799.621; $90,574,018 $5,052,404| $164,769,347 -
2001-02 $366,737| $67,261,535; $103,792,891 $3,493,754| 174,914,917}

* ATS students are not counted in Total Disbhursed column since they are included in the FAS count.
*#1997-98 Renewals represent former Florida Undergraduate Scholars Fund and/or Vocational Gold Seal

Endorsement Scholarship Program recipients
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Professional Programs

Critical Teacher Shortage Student Loan Forgiveness Program
Critical Teacher Shortage Tuition Reimbursement Program
Exceptional Student Education Training Grant
Instructional Aide Scholarship Program

Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist
Shortage Student Loan Forgiveness Program

Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist
Shortage Tuition Reimbursement Program
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Critical Teacher Shortage Student Loan Forgweness

Florida Statute 231.621 State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.013

The Critical Teacher Shortage (CTS) Student Loan Forgiveness Program provides
financial assistance to eligible Florida teachers for the repayment of undergraduate
and graduate educational loans which led to certification and subsequent
employment at a Florida publicly-funded school in a critical teacher shortage subject
area.

Award Level

Recipients of the CTS Student Loan Forgiveness Program may receive an annual
award of up to $2,500 for up to four years to repay undergraduate joans and $5,000
for up to two years to repay graduate loans that supported postsecondary education
studies. Eligible teachers employed in Florida publicly-funded schools (K-12) may
receive a maximum of $10,000 toward repayment of their educational loans.

Eligibility

Eligible teachers submit an application, applicable transcripts, verification of loan
balance, and verification of employment by July 15 after the end of their first school
year certified and teaching in the critical shortage area. In order to receive a full
annual award, recipients must have taught a full-year, 180 days, in a Florida publicly-
funded school (K-12) or developmental research school in a designated CTS subject
area. If an eligible teacher has taught a CTS subject area at an appropriate school
for at least 90 days during his/her first school year of teaching, he/she may receive
one-half the fuil annual award.

Key Statistics

The CTS Student Loan Forgiveness and Tuition Reimbursement programs shared an
appropriation of $3,479,133 for 2001-2002. This was a decrease of almost 50%
from the 2000-2001 appropriation. The average loan forgiveness award amount was
$1,844. Awards were prorated for the 2001-2002 award vyear.

Critical Teacher: Shortage Student Loan Forgiveness Program

- Year : "~ Disbursed Funds =
]997 98 1 168 §3,243,879
1998-99 1,293 $3,509,630
1999-00 1,451 $4,140,529
2000-01 1,614 $4,797.,127
2001-02 1,779 $3,280,503
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Critical Teacher Shortage Tuition Reimbursement Program
Florida Statute 240.4064  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.012

The Critical Teacher Shortage (CTS) Tuition Reimbursement Program was created for
the purpose of improving skills and knowtedge of certified full-time publicly-funded
school employees currently teaching or preparing to teach in a Pre K-12 critical teacher
shortage area as approved by the State Board of Education.

Award Level

Recipients may receive tuition reimbursement payments for up to nine (9) semester
hours or the equivalent per year at a rate of up to $78 per credit hour for a maximum
amount of $702 per year from the funds available for this program.

Eligibility
Any full-time employee in a publicly-funded school (Pre K-12) or developmental
research school who is certified to teach in Florida is eligible for this program. Tuition
reimbursement is available for:
» state-approved undergraduate courses leading to certification in a critical teacher
shortage area as determined by the State Board of Education, or
» graduate level courses leading to an advanced degree.

Key Statistics
The CTS Tuition Reimbursement and Student Loan Forgiveness Programs shared the

same appropriation of $3,479,133 for 2001-2002.

LY. Critical Teacher Shortage Tuition Reimbursement Program

1997-98 $539,030
1998-99 1,110 $479,649
1995-00 654* $145,345
2000-01 2,626% $534,722
2001-02 2,507* $336,441
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Exceptional Student Education Training Grant Program
Florida Statute 240.405  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.025

The Exceptional Student Education Training Grant Program for teachers provides
reimbursement to persons under contract to teach in Pre K-12 exceptional student
education programs and who do not have certification or endorsement in the
specific subject area for the current teaching assignment.

Award
Eligible applicants may receive tuition reimbursement for up to nine semester hours

or the equivalent per term per academic year at a rate of $78 per credit hour.

Eligibility

Eligible recipients hold a valid Florida educator’s certificate that does not reflect an
exceptional student education coverage or endorsement appropriate for their
assignment, and hold a full-time contract to teach in a Florida publicly-funded school
(Pre K-12), or a state supported program. In addition, recipients must earn a 3.0 on
a 4.0 scale in specialized courses needed for certification in the area in which she or

he is assigned.
Key Statistics

Awards were prorated for the 2001-2002 award year. The maximum award per
credit hour was $45.

.. Exceptional Student Education TrainingGrant. .

2 articipants/Cou ‘Funds Disburs
1997-98 300 $109,019
1998-99 307 $109,128
1999-00 470 $109,212
2000-01 417 $87,289
2001-02 48]* $65.434
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Instructional Aide Scholarship Program -

The 2000 Florida Legislature created the Instructional Aide Scholarship Program to
encourage instructional aides to become certified to teach in subject areas of critical
state concern. The program provides tuition reimbursement to instructional aides
who have been employed by a publicly-funded Florida school district for at least one

year.

Award Level
To the extent funds are available, eligible program participants receive a tuition
reimbursement for matriculation and fees up to $3,000.

Eligibility

Eligible applicants have been employed as instructional aides in a publicly-funded
Florida school system for at least one year and are enrolled in a program of study
leading to certification in an area of critical state concern. Courses eligible for
reimbursement must have been completed with a minimum grade of 2.0 on a 4.0
scale. There is no program length limit, and students may apply each year for
reimbursement for courses taken during the award period.

Key Statistics
This program was established in General Appropriations proviso. The 2001
Legislature provided an appropriation to assist instructional aides achieve Florida
teacher certification in areas of critical state concern. Areas of critical state concern
include:
e English for Speakers of Other Languages
Exceptional Student Education
Foreign Language
Math
Science
Technology Education

2001-2002 was the second year for this program.

Instructional Aide Scholarship Program

- ¥Year | Courses Funded aoe Award Amount. | E
20006-01 553 $268 $148.389
2001-02 663 3176 $116,367
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Cr:tacal Occupational Therapist or. Physuca! Theraplst Shorl:age

Student Loan Forgiveness Program
Florida Statute 240.6073  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.041

The Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist Student Loan Forgiveness Program
(OT/PT-LF) was established to encourage qualified personnel to seek employment in
Florida publicly-funded schools. This program provides financial assistance in the
form of repayments toward educational loans incurred by applicants in becoming
licensed therapists.

Award Level

A therapist awarded through the OT/PT-LF Program may receive a full award of up
to $2,500 per year to repay eligible undergraduate loans and up to $5,000 per year
to repay eligible graduate loans. An applicant may receive an award for a maximum
of four academic years or a total of $10,000, whichever comes first. A therapist
assistant may receive student loan forgiveness for a maximum of two academic
years or a total of $5,000, whichever comes first, Awards are made from funds
available for this program based on the timely receipt of all required forms.

Eligibility

Recipients of the OT/PT-LF Program must:

» be licensed by or have a temporary permit as a therapist from the Florida
Department of Health;

» have been employed as a therapist in a Florida publicly-funded school (K-12) for at
least 90 days of the school year; and

« declare an intent to be employed for a minimum of three years as a licensed
therapist in Florida publicly-funded schools (K-12).

Key Statistics

The average award for the 2001-2002 academic year was $3,142. The
appropriation was shared with the OT/PT Scholarship Loan and OT/PT Tuition
Reimbursement Programs.

0‘!‘/ PT Student Loan Forgiveness

- Year 1 Students Pk L
1997-98 4 $15.267
1998-99 12 $32,500
1999-00 25 $75,000
2000-01 43 $137,739
2001-02 32 $100,539
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Critica! Occupatmnal Therapist or Physu:a! Therapzst Shortage -

“Tuition Reimbursement Program
Florida Statute 240.6075  State Board of Education Rule 6A-20. 040

The Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist Shortage Tuition
Reimbursement (OT/PT-TR) Program assists full-time therapists currently employed
in Florida publicly-funded schools (K-12) to enhance their professional skills.

Award Level

A therapist awarded through the OT/PT-TR Program may be reimbursed up to $78
per semester hour, for a total of nine semester hours, or the equivalent in quarter
hours per year. Maximum program length is limited to 36 semester hours or the
equivalent in quarter hours.

Eligibility

Recipients of the OT/PT-TR Program must:

« be licensed by or have a valid temporary permit as a therapist from the Florida
Department of Health;

» be employed as a full-time therapist in a Florida publicly-funded school (K-12) and
have been employed as such for a minimum of three years; and

» have earned a minimum grade point average of 3.0 in all courses submitted for
reimbursement.

Awards are made from the funds available for this program based on the timely

receipt of all required documentation.

Key Statistics

The first awards for this program were made in 1994-95. This program shares an
appropriation with the OT/PT Scholarship Loan and the OT/PT Student Loan
Forgiveness Programs. No professionals applied for this program for the 2000-2001

year.

" Critical OT/PT Shortage Tuition Reimbursement:

“Year Students :  Funds Awarded
1997-98 1 $468
1698-99 2 $850
1999-00 1 $702
2000-01 1 $468
2001-02 0 30
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