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Foreword

The Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA) within the Florida Department
of Education, Division of Support Services, is pleased to present the 1997-19698
Annual Report to the Commissioner. OSFA administers both state and federally
funded student financial assistance programs. This report provides
information on the state programs section of OSFA, which administers
services to facilitate delivery of 31 student financial assistance programs
including need-based, merit-based, public employees, special interest, and
teacher preparatory programs.

The 1997 Legislature enacted significant changes to tweo of Florida's largest
merit scholarships. The Florida Undergraduate Scholars’ Fund and the Florida
Vocational Gold Seal Scholarship were restructured in May of 1997, creating the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program. Changes included the application
and evaluation process, new eligibility criteria, and creation of an additional merit
scholarship program. Program participation increased 61% with creation of the
Bright Futures Scholarship Programs. Funds have been made available to
redesign the database system to accommodate program expansion and
administrative changes.

The legislature has alsc appropriated funds for the creation of a
comprehensive State Student Financial Assistance computer database
system intended to serve as a repository of information for all state funded
financial assistance programs. OSFA looks forward to providing enhanced
services to all customers with the increased capabilities of the new computer

system.
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1997-98 Office of Student Financial Assistance
State Programs Expenditures

Percentage of Funds
Disbursed in Public

Students Funds Postsecondary
Need Based Programs Awarded | Disbursed institutions
African Afro-Caribbean Scholarship Program 12 $57,860

Florida Student Assistance Grant Programs

100%

Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant” 2,878 $1,752,613 | 0%

Private Student Assistance Grant 7.515 36,686,381 0%

Public Student Assistance Grant 30,142 $28,378,871 100%
Florida Work Experience Program 248 $476,913 94%
Jose Marti Scholarship Challenge Grant Fund 84 $160,000 39%
L.atin American Caribbean Basin Scholarship Program 14 $136,794 100%
Mary Mcleod Bethune Scholarhip Program and Trust Fund 132 $375,000 0%
Rosewood Family Scholarship Fund 25 $42,183
Seminole and Miccosukee indian Scholarships $30,024

Merit Based Programs

Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Programs

18,866

Florida Academic Scholars Award $43.603,062 |
Top Scholars Award 200 $288,874

Florida Merit Scholars Award 13,387 $15,242,245

Fiorida Gold Seal Vecaticnal Scholars Award 10,791 $10,431,788 |

Robert C. Byrd Scholarship Program”

Public Emplovee and Teacher Programs

Critical Occupational or Physical Therapist Shortage Programs

Scholarship Loan Program 15 §57,792 NA
Student Loan Forgiveness 4 $15,267 NA
Tuition Reimbursement Program | 1 5468 NA

Critical Teacher Shertage Programs

Loan Forgiveness 1,168 $3,243,879 NA

Tuition Reimbursement 1,222 $539,030 | NA
Exceptional Student Education Training Grant 300 $109,019 | NA
Fiorida Fund for Mingrity Teacher Education Schoiars Program Disbursement information is net yet avaliable,
Florida Teachers - Chappie James $608,750 85%
Florida Teachers - Forgivable Loan $971,779 91%
Special Interest Programs
Limited Access Competitive Grant 147 8274274 0%
Nicaraguan and Haitian Scholarship Program 2 38,681 100%
Regents-Board of Regents 1 54,589 100%
Regents-Postsecondary Ed Plan Comm 1 54,589 100%
Regents-Community Colleges 1 $4,589 100%
Scholarships for Children of Deceased or Disabled Veterans 96 $134,030 95%
W, L. Boyd, IV Florida Resident Access Grant 20,403 $28,032,605 0%
AL T DUl nest Totals: 109,419 | $142,862,854
~ Federally funded program, 44% spent out-of-state.
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Need-Based Programs







African and Afro-Caribbean Scholarship Program
Florida Statute 240.4145

The purpose of the program is to provide scholarships for eligible
postsecondary students from sub-Saharan African and Afro-Caribbean
countries to pursue vocational programs in Florida that will enable them to
address the infrastructure needs of developing third world countries. ltis
the intent of the legislature to phase out this program. No new awards
have been made since 1995.

Award Level
The maximum annual award amount of the scholarship is $10,000. The average
annual award for 1997-1998 was $4,805.

Eligibility

Recipients of this program must be citizens of a sub-Saharan African or Afro-
Caribbean country, be in financial need, enroll full-time as undergraduate or
vocational students at an eligible institution, maintain passing grades, and declare
their intention to return to their country of origin and remain there for the number of
years awarded.

Key Statistics :

The 1997-88 General Appropriations Act did not allow for new awards for the
African and Afro-Caribbean Scholarship Program. It is the intent of the legislature
to phase out this program. No new awards have been made since 1995.

The African and Afro-Caribbean Scholarship Program provided funds for 12
students attending state universities during the 1997-98 academic year. Students
on this program received out-of-state tuition rate waivers and scholarship
assistance for tuition and fees, travel expenses, insurance, and cost of visas.
Funds were disbursed as follows:

Tuition and Fees:  $53,337

Travel: $2,378
Visas: $225
insurance: $1.720

Total Expenditures: $57,660

The 1997-88 appropriation was $75,785. The balance of $18,125 remains in the
trust fund and is available for purposes of the program.
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Florida Student Assistance Grants
Florida Statute 240409 - 4097 State Board of Education 8A-20.031 - .033

The Florida Student Assistance Grant (FSAG) programs provide financial
assistance to students who would not be able to pursue postsecondary
education without financial assistance. There are three FSAG programs:
Public, Private, and Postsecondary. Collectively they comprise Florida's
primary need-based student financial aid program.

Award Level

The FSAG award can range from $200 to $1,500 per academic year depending on
the number of eligible students, funding and the General Appropriations Act. The
FSAG, in combination with other financiai aid, may not exceed the student's
demonstrated financial need. Financial need is determined using the federal need
analysis formula which calculates the family financial resources available to meet
the student's cost of education.

A combination of state general revenue and the Federal State
Student Incentive Grant funds make up each award. Each Of the
FSAG program has a separate appropriation. In the eventthe Students

appropriation for a program is insufficient to provide each who

eligible student a full award, awards are reduced proportionally participated

for all participants in that program. 1997-98. 70%
had annual

Priority is given to students with the lowest total family family

resources. Of the students who participated 1997-98, incomes of

approximately 70% had annual family incomes of less than

$20.000. less than
$20,000.

Eligibility

A recipient must be a full-time, degree seeking, undergraduate student who meets
state residency requirements, is a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen and
demonstrates significant financial need. Students apply for FSAG using the federal
"Free Application for Federal Student Aid."

The public FSAG is available to students attending state universities and public
community colleges. The private FSAG serves students attending eligible private,
nonprofit, four-year colleges and universities. The postsecondary FSAG serves




students attending ali other eligible private Florida colleges and universities which
offer degrees.

To meet renewal requirements, students must earn a 2.0 cumulative grade point
average (GPA) and twenty-four credit hours each year.

Key Statistics

From 1872 through 1989 only one FSAG program existed. It funded students
attending public and private Florida colleges and universities. The 1989 Florida
Legislature restructured the FSAG program into three separate programs: the
Florida Public Student Assistance Grant, the Florida Private Student Assistance
Grant, and the Florida Postsecondary Student Assistance Grant to accommodate
cost of education differences at each type of institution.

FLORIDA STUDENT ASSISTANCE GRANTS
Nurmher of Student_s { Expenditures by Seg:tor
Private Postsecondary Public TOTAL
Year Students Expenditures Students Expenditures Students Expenditures  Students Expenditures
199384 6978  $5,635,837 1650 . $1,309204 28978 521480822 37,606  $29,425963
199495 6472  $7.252405 1594 $1379614 30027 $26201,206 38093  $34.833.225
199596 7,088  $6,857,357 1,893 1183026 325878 $6316238 41839  $34,355,521
1996-97 6601  $7,228,867 1,156 $1,205382 28802 $26576931 36550  $35011.180
199798 7515  $6,696,381 2877 $1752612 30141 $28378970 40533  §36,827,963
Public FSAG
During the first five years of the FSAG program - "
(1972-73 through 1977-78), the award amount was In 1997-98, the
$1,200 per student. In the public sector, the $1,200 average cost of
award not only covered the cost of tuition and fees tuition and fees
but also provided funds for books and other college at a state

expenses. From 1978-79 through 1980-91, the

award covered 100% of the cost of tuition and fees university was

at public institutions. Since 1991-92, the amount of $1950. The

the average award has been insufficient to cover average 1997-98
even the cost of tuition at public institutions. In 1997-  Public FSAG

98 the average cost of tuition and fees at a state award was $942,

university was $1950. The average 1997-98 FSAG only 48% of the
Public award was $942. In addition, since 1994 the y ‘o . .fth
cost of tuition

and fees.

[



average cost of tuition and fees has increased 14% while the appropriation- has
remained level.

Private FSAG

Non-profit institutions which offer four-year degrees and are accredited by the
Southern Association of Colleges and Universities may be eligible to participate in
the private FSAG program. In 1897-98, the average cost of tuition and fees at
eligible private institutions was $11,402. The average 1997-98 FSAG Public award
was $942. Since 1994, tuition and fees at eligible private institutions have
increased an average of 18% and participation in this program has increased 16%;
however, the appropriation has remained level. The Private FSAG assists needy
and academically capable students attending private educational institutions with
higher costs than those at public institutions.

Postsecondary FSAG

All other eligible degree-granting private postsecondary institutions participate in
the Postsecondary FSAG program. In 1997-98, the average cost of tuition and fees
at eligible postsecondary institutions was $6494. The 1997-98 average
Postsecondary FSAG award was $609. Since 1994, tuition and fees at eligible
postsecondary institutions have increased 20%, participation in this program has
increased 16% and the appropriation has increased 34%. The Postsecondary
FSAG program assists needy and academically capable students attending private
postsecondary institutions with higher costs than public institutions.
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Florida Work Experience Program
Florida Statute 240.606 Siate Board of Education Rule 6A.20-038

The Florida Work Experience Program (FWEP) is a self-help need-based
student financial assistance program intended to facilitate student
employment in occupations complementary to students’ educational
endeavors and career goals. FWEP provides employment opportunities for
students at a reduced cost for the employer. Public school employers are
funded 100% of the students’ wages and private employers are funded 70%
of the students' wages.

Award Level -
Each student's award is based on hzs/her level of need as well as the institution’s
allocation of funds. :

Eligibility

FWEP is a decentralized program. Student eligibility is determined at each eligible
participating institution. To qualify, applicants must enroll at least half-time,
demonstrate financial need through the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA), and maintain a 2.0 GPA.

Key Statistics

From 1993 to 1996, the Florida Work Experience Program required 25% of the
annual appropriation be allocated to provide student employment opportunities in
public schools. This language was stricken from statute effective with the 1997-98

academic year.

The 1897-88 appropriation for FWEP was $599,243, unchanged since 1993. An
increased appropriation is needed to fully fund participating institutions and other
eligible institutions. Fewer than 25% of the ninety-four FWEP eligible schools
participate. Requested funds from participating schools continue to increase and
exceed the appropriation.

Florida Work Experience Program
Participating Regquested

Year Schools Funds Appropriations
1883-94 17 $§ 1,206,778 $ 589,243
1894-95 17 3 §57,000 $ 589,243
18985-9¢6 18 3 967,000 3 556,243
1896-97 13 $ 1.172.,400 $ 588,243
1897-98 15 $ 1,118,500 $ 599,243
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José Marti Scholarship Challenge Grant Fund
Florida Statute 240.412 State Board of Education Rule 6A.20-023

The purpose of the José Marti Scholarship Challenge Grant Fund is to
reward Florida’s Hispanic-American high school graduates and graduate
students for their academic achievement. Applicants of this very
competitive program are ranked first according to their financial need and
then by grade point average.

Award Level

The annual award is $2,000. Scholarships are funded by private and state
contributions. Each year new awards are dependent on private funds, which are
matched by the state.

Eligibility

The Jose Marti Scholarship Challenge Grant Fund recipients must be Florida
students of Spanish culture who were born in, or whose natural parents were born
in, either Mexico, Spain or a Hispanic country of the Caribbean, Central or South
America. Undergraduate applicants must have earned a minimum unweighted
cumulative GPA of 3.0 in high school. Graduate applicants must have earned a
minimum unweighted cumulative GPA of 3.0 in undergraduate college-level
courses. All applicants must complete the "Free Application for Federal Student
Aid" (FAFSA), demonstrate financial need and must enroll full-time at an eligible
Florida public or private postsecondary institution.

Key Statistics

This need based program also captures merit criteria. For 1897-98, only 30 of 840
eligible applicants were awarded due to limited funds. First awarded in 1989,
participation has steadily increased to over 1300 applicants per year. Because
priority is given to high school applicants and funding is limited, no graduate
student has ever been awarded.

Jose Marti Scholarship Challenge Grant Fund
Expenditures By Sector 1993/94 - 1997/98
. Private Sector o Public Sector TOTAL

Yaar Students Expenditures Students Expenditures Students Expenditures
- 41883-84 30 $58,000 35 $68.,000 66 $126,000
1894-95 26 543,060 41 $74.,000 g7 $123,000
1895-96 27 $52.,000 48 $93.000 75 $145,000
1286-87 29 $58.000 48 $92.000 78 $150,000
1987-98 3z $62.000 52 $88,000 84 $160,000

11
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Latin American and Caribbean Basin Scholarship Program
Florida Statute 240.414

The purpose of the program is to provide support for students from Latin
American and Caribbean Basin countries to pursue postsecondary training
in Florida that will enabie them to address the social and economic
development needs of their countries. It is the intent of the legislature to
phase out this program. No new awards have been made since 1995.

Award Level

The maximum annual award level is $13,620. Students on this program receive
out-of-state tuition rate waivers and scholarship assistance for tuition and fees,
insurance, and the cost of visas. The average 1997-98 award level was $9,771.

Eligibility ‘
Recipients of this scholarship must be a citizen of a Caribbean, Central American,
or South American country, be in financial need, enroli full-time as an
undergraduate students at an eligibie college or university, maintain a 2.0 GPA and
must declare their intention to return to their home country and remain there for the
number of years awarded.

Key Statistics

The 1997-98 General Appropriations Act did not allow for new awards for the Latin
American and Caribbean Basin Scholarship Program. lt is the intent of the
legislature to phase out this program. No new awards have been made since
1995.

The Latin American and Caribbean Basin Scholarship Program provided funds for
14 students attending public postsecondary institutions during the 1997-98
academic year. Funds were disbursed as follows:

Tuition and Fees: $134,791

Travel: 5169
Visas: $150
Insurance: $1.684

Total Expenditures: $136,794

The 1997-88 appropriation was $156,000. A balance of $19,206 remains in the
trust fund for future use.

13



THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK

14



Mary McLeod Bethune Scholarship
Florida Statute 240.4125 State Board of Education Rule 8A-20.029

The Mary Mcleod Bethune Scholarship is intended to provide matching
grants for private sources that raise money for scholarships to be awarded
to students who attend Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University,
Bethune-Cookman College, Edward Waters College, or Fiorida Memorial
College.

Award Level
Annual awards in the amount of $3,000, are comprised $1,000 of private funds and
$2,000 of state matching funds. Participating institutions may choose to prorate awards.

Eligibility _
Scholarship recipients must enroll full-time at one of the historically African-American
Florida postsecondary institutions. They must also have earned a minimum cumulative
grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale in high school, demonstrate financial need
and meet application requirements specified by the institution. Selection of applicants
is made by each institution with pricrity given to eligible renewal students who
demonstrate the greatest financial need. To be eligible for renewal, students must
have earmmed a 3.0 cumulative GPA and have earned twelve credit hours for each term
an award was received.

Key Statistics

In 1997-98, funds were sufficient to award 132 students: 81% attended Bethune-
Cookman College and 19% attended Florida Memorial College. Neither FAMU nor
Edward Waters contributed matching funds during 1997-98.

MARY McCLEOD BETHUNE SCHOLARSHIP

Expenditures By Sector 1983.94 - 1997/98

Private Sector Public Sector TOTAL
Year Students Expenditures Students Expenditures Students Expenditures
1983-94 39 $114,000 58 3172,500 23 $286,500
1984-85 165 $496,000 43 $124,500 208 $620,500
1995-96 81 $180,000 18 $51,000 79 $231,000
1996-97 171 $492,000 0 %0 171 $492,000
1897-98 132 $375,000 0 30 132 $375,000

15
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Rosewood Family Scholarship Fund
Florida Siatute 240.41268 State Board of Education Rule 8A-20.027

The Rosewood Family Scholarship is intended to provide financial
assistance to eligible minority studenis who attend a public
postsecondary institution. Priority is given to direct descendants of
Rosewood families affected by the events of January 1923.

Award Level

Annual award amounts are based on the cost of matricuiation and fees for 15
semester hours or 450 clock hours per term of undergraduate study, not to excead
$4.000. This program is fimited to 25 scholarship awards annually.

Eligibility

Direct descendants of the Rosewood families receive priority for Rosewood Family
Scholarship awards. [f awards remain, non-descendant schotarship recipients must
be minority students of African-American, Hispanic, Asian, Pacific Islander,
American Indian or Alaskan Native ethnicity and must demonstrate financial need
based on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. Ali scholarship recipients
must enroll full-{ime at an eligible public postsecondary institution.

Key Statistics

Awards were first made in 1994. The annual appropriation for this scholarship is
$100,000. However, due to the fact that scholarship awards are limited to the cost
of matriculation and fees at public institutions and the number of awards is
restricted to 25 per year, expenditures have been less than one-half the
appropriation. The balance of the appropriation remains in the trust fund and is
available for purposes of the program.

Rosewoaod Family Scholarship Program
VoTech Sector Public Sector TOTAL,
Year  Shwdents BExpenditures Students BExpenditures Students Expenditures  Descendants
1994-85 1 5225 24 $34,152 28 34,377 5
1995-26 - 1 $450 24 531,742 22 F3z2192 11
1926-97 1 3124 24 539210 25 343,334 15
496798 . 0 30 25 42,183 25 342,183 14

-
)
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Seminole and Miccosukee Indian Scholarships
Florida Statute 240.413 State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.020

The purpose of the program is to encourage students from the Seminole
Tribe of Florida and the Miccosukee Tribe of Florida to pursue
postsecondary education,

Award Level
The award level is set by the tribe based on its allocation, the number of eligible

students and their cost of education.

Eligibility

Scholarship recipients are selected by the educational directors of each tribe based
on financial need and academic requirements. The Department disburses
scholarship funds to the postsecondary educational institutions.

Key Statistics

The Department of Education allocates funding based on the proportionate
percentage of each fribe’s membership each year. For the past three years, the
appropriation for this program has been $61,040. The unused balance remains in
the trust fund.

Seminole and Miccosukee Indian Scholarship
Expenditures By Sector 1993/94 - 1997/98
| Private Sector ~ Public Sector ~ TOTAL
Year  Students Expenditres Students Expenditwes Students Expenditures
1983-94 3 $16,690 13 $34,145 16 $50,835
1994-95 7 $13,500 25 $17,500 7 $31,000
1935-96 8 $17,667 27 $30,884 35 $57,551
1996-97 5 $23,233 14 $25,818 19 $49,051
1997-88 4 30 15 $30,024 15 $30,024

19
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Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program
Florida Statute 240.40201- .40209

The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program (FBFSP) is a lottery-
funded scholarship to reward Florida high school graduates who
merit recognition of high academic achievement. In addition, this
program is intended to motivate students to continue their
postsecondary education in a Florida institution of higher education.

Award Level

The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program (FBFSP) is Florida's largest merit-
based scholarship program and consists of three types of awards, the Florida
Academic Scholars Award, the Florida Merit Scholars Award, and the Florida Gold
Seal Vocational Scholars Award. The award amount for the Florida Academic
Scholars is the equivalent of 100% of tuition and fees at a public postsecondary
institution, plus $600 as a cost of education allowance. The award amount for the
Florida Merit Scholars and Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars is the equivalent
of 75% of the cost of tuition and fees at a public postsecondary institution.

Eligibility

Applicants must be Florida residents, achieve academic requirements specific to
the scholarship type, not have been found guilty of a felony charge, and enroll at
least half-time in college level course work. Authorization to release transcripts to
the Department of Education must be made during the student’s last year prior to
graduation from high school. Recipients must first enroll in an eligible Florida
postsecondary institution and receive their award within three years of high
school graduation. They then may receive their scholarship for up to seven
years after high school graduation or completion of relevant certificate or
degree, whichever comes first.

Florida Bright Futures Program

T

=
B # Awarded B # Awarded
£ Florida Florida

# Awarded
Flarida
Merit Scholars
8,661
3,174

515,242 245

il

; = Florida
19971998 & #Eigible & AcademicSchoiars §  Top Scholars

tinidal Appiicants 28333 [ 7,011 39

- Renewal Applicants E 20532 & 11608 g 16¢

Total Disbursemerits 2 i $280,874
Bz e » . et —

k1
=

SHE

6,838
3,827
$10,431,788

SH

R T B B Y
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@ 1997-98 Eligibility Requirements and Award

' Florida Academic

| FloridaMerit

| Florida Gold Seal

Requirements _
soo ] Scholarst ok Schalars . | Vocational Scholars
S T Award o T Award . Award
: Coed T eses| o 35 weighted GPA ‘s 3.0 weighted GPA (based » 3.0 weighted GPA using the
Grade Poinf * - {based on the on the Statewide core 15 credits requirad for
Average (GFA) Statewide Scholarship Scholarship Weighting graduation OR FOR 1998 &
Weighting System} System) using the 15 1899 Seniors - 3.0
using the 15 credits credits listed below unweighted GPA using the
listed below minimum of 24 credits
required for graduation
» 35unweighted GPAina
minimum of 3 sequential
Vocational credits
S |« composite scores of e composite scores of 970 *  Nonefor 1897-98,
Test Scores 1270 on the SAT or onthe SAT or 20 on the
. 28onthe ACT ACT
s o National Merit or » Students who have aftendeda | « None
Other Ways to Qualify Achievement Scholars home education program
cel e and Finalists according to s. 232.02{4),

= 1B Diploma Recipient

= Students wha have
completed the IB
Curriculum with composite
scores of 1270 on the
SAT or 28 on the ACT

| » Students who have

aftended a home
education program
according to s. 232.02(4),
F.S., during grades 11
and 12 with composite
scores of 1270 on the
SAT or 28 on the ACT

F.S., during gredes 11 and 12
with composite scoras of 970
on the SAT or 20 on the ACT
and provide documentation of
the 15 coliege-preparatory
credits required,

« Students who have completed
the 1B Cumiculum with
composite scores of 870 on
the SAT or 22 on the ACT

= Students who have attended a
home education program
accarding o s. 232.02{4),
£.8., during grades 11 and 12
with compasite scares of 1070
on the SAT ar 22 onthe ACT

Award Level - .

o The equivalent of 100% of
tuition and fees, and an
annual $600 cost of
education allowance
prorated by term and
hours.

¢ The equivalent of 75% of
fuition and fees

» The equivalent of 75% of luition
and fees
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Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship Program
A Federal Program Administered by the Florida Department of Education

The Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship Program is a federally funded
program that provides scholarships to public and private high school
graduating seniors and GED recipients.

Award Level

The amount awarded each Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship recipient for the
1997-98 award year was $1110. The State of Florida is divided into five
geographical regions. In order to distribute funds in a geographically equitable
manner, the number of initial awards for each district is based on its proportional
percentage of high school graduates each year.

Eligibility

The high school principal, adult education director, or principal/headmaster of a
non-Florida high school may nominate one applicant for an award. Prior to the
1993-94 award year, the Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship Program renewal
awards were not made,

Key Statistics
The first awards made by OSFA for this program were in 1987-88. The number of
initial awards and award amount is determined each year by the US Congress.

Robert C. Byrd Scholarship Program
Funds

Year Participants  Disbursed
1993-94 - 278 $410,000
1995-95 563 $839,250
1995-86 821 $1,223,000
1996-97 1085 $1,185,457
1997-98 1107 $1,179,005

25
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Public Employee and Teacher Programs
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Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist Shortage

Scholarship Loan Program
Fiorida Statutes 240.6074 State Board of Education Rules 6A-20.042

The purpose of the Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist
Shortage Scholarship Loan (OT/PT-SL) Program is to encourage students to
pursue degrees in one of these two professions and declare their intent to
work as full-time therapists in the public schools of Florida.

Award Level :
The annual amount of the award for the Critical OT/PT Shortage Scholarship Loan
Program is $4,000 for a maximum of four semesters or six quarters.

Eligibility

Recipients of the Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist Shortage
Scholarship Loan Program (OT/PT-SL) must be enrolled in a therapist assistant
program, or an upper division or graduate level therapist program at an eligible
Florida institution and declare an intent to be employed for a minimum of three
years as a licensed therapist in a Florida public school. Eligible applicants are
ranked and selected on the basis of cumulative, unweighted grade point averages.

Key Statistics
The first awards for this program were made in 1994-95.

Critical OT/PT Shortage
Scholarship Loan Program
Funds
Year Students Awarded
1994-95 2 $7.,729
1995-96 4 $16,000
1996-97 7 $24,000
1997.98 15 $57.,792

29
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Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist Shortage

Student Loan Forgiveness
Florida Statutes 240.6073 State Board of Education Rules 8A-20.041

The purpose of the Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist
Shortage Student Loan Forgiveness (OT/PT-LF) Program is to provide a
financial incentive for licensed professionals who work full-time in Florida
public schools.

Award Level :

A therapist awarded through the Critical OT/PT Shortage Student Loan
Forgiveness Program may receive a full award of up to $2,500 per year to repay
eligible undergraduate loans and up to $5,000 per year to repay eligible graduate
loans. An appiicant may receive an award for a maximum of four academic years
or a tofal of $10,000, whichever comes first.

Eligibility

Recipients of the Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist Shortage
Student Loan Forgiveness Program (OT/PT-LF), must be licensed or have a
temporary permit as a therapist from the Florida Department of Business and
Professional Regulation; have been employed as a therapist in a Florida public
school for one full year; and declare an intent to be employed for a minimum of
three years as a licensed therapist in Florida public schools. Awards are made on
a first come, first served basis, based on the timely receipt of all required forms.

Key Statistics
The first award for this program was made in 1985-96.

Critical OT/PT Shortage
Loan Forgiveness

Funds
Year Students Awarded
1995-96 1 $2,500
1996-97 4 $15,267
1997-98 4 515,267
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Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist Shortage

Tuition Reimbursement
Florida Statutes 240.6075 State Board of Education Rules 6A-20.040

The purpose of the Critical Occupational Therapist or Physical Therapist
Shortage Tuition Reimbursement (OT/PT-TR) Program is to assist current full-
time Florida public school therapists in enhancing their professional skills.

Award Level

A therapist awarded through the Critical OT/PT Shortage Tuition Reimbursement
Program may be reimbursed up to $78 dollars per semester hour, for a total of nine
semester hours, or the equivalent in quarter hours per year. Maximum award is
limited to 36 semester hours or the equivalent quarter hours.

Eligibility ‘

Recipients of the Critical OTPT Shortage Tuition Reimbursement Program must be
licensed or have a valid temporary permit as a therapist from the Florida
Department of Business and Professional Regulation; be employed as a full-time
therapist in a Florida public school and have been employed as such for a minimum
of three years; and have earned a minimum grade of 3.0 on all approved courses.
Awards are made on a first come, first served basis, based on the timely receipt of
ali required documentation.

Key Statistics
The first awards for this program were made in 1994-95.

Critical OT/PT Shortage
Tuition Reimbursement
Funds

Year Students Awarded
1994-95 2 $936
1995-96 2 $936
1996-97 1 $1,326
1997-98 1 $468
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Critical Teacher Shortage student Loan Forgiveness Program
Florida Statutes 231.621 State Board of Education Rules 6A-20.013

The purpose of the Critical Teacher Shortage (CTS) Loan Forgiveness
Program is to encourage qualified personnel to seek employment in
subject areas in which critical teacher shortages exist, as identified
annually by the State Board of Education.

Award Level

Recipients of the CTS Loan Forgiveness Program may receive an annual award of
up to $2,500 for four years to repay undergraduate loans and $5,000 for two years
to repay graduate loans for support of postsecondary education study. Eligible
teachers employed in public schools may receive a maximum of $10,000 toward
repayment of their educational loans.

Eligibility

Eligible teachers must submit an application, applicable transcripts, verification of
loan balance, and verification of employment by July 15 of their first year of teaching
in the critical shortage area. In order to receive a full annual award, recipients must
have taught a full-year, 180 days, in a Florida public school or developmental
research school in a designated CTS subject area. If an eligible teacher has taught
a CTS subject area at an appropriate school for at least 90 days during her/his first
year of teaching, she/he must submit an application by the deadiine and will receive
one-half the full annual award.

Key Statistics

The first awards for this program were made in 1983-84. The CTS Student Loan
Forgiveness and Tuition Reimbursement programs share an appropriation of
$2,646,795. Priority is given to the loan forgiveness program. The appropriation
balance, if any, remains in the trust fund for future use.

CTS Student Loan Forgiveness Program
Year Participanté Disbursed Funds
1993-94 567 $1,350,826
1894-95 656 $1,671,300
1985-98 751 £1,066,785
1866-97 877 $2,563,379
1967-98 1168 $3,243,879 *

™ Appropriation and Amendment
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Critical Teacher Shortage Tuition Reimbursement Program
Florida Statutes 240.4064 State Board of Education Rules 8A-20.012

The purpose of the Critical Teacher Shortage (CTS) Tuition
Reimbursement Program is to improve skills and knowledge of current
teachers or persons preparing to teach in critical teacher shortage areas.

Award Level

Recipients may receive tuition reimbursement payments for up to nine (9) semester
hours or the equivaient, per year, at a raie of up to 378 per credit hour, excluding
special fees, for a maximum amount of $702 per year.

Eligibility

Any full-time public school employee or developmental research school employee
certified to teach in Florida is eligible for this program. Tuition reimbursement is
limited to graduate level courses leading to an advanced degree, or new
certification area, or state-approved undergraduate courses leading to new
certification in a critical teacher shortage area as determined by the State Board of
Education. -

Key Statistics

The first awards for CTS Tuition Reimbursement program were made in 1983-84.
The CTS Tuition Reimbursement and Student Loan Forgiveness Programs share
the same appropriation of $2,646,795. Priority is given to the loan forgiveness
program. After exhausting the 1997-98 appropriation, a budget amendment was
approved for $1,264,270 to fund tuition reimbursement and additional student loan
forgiveness applicants.

CTS Tuition Reimbursement
Funds
Year ~ Participants Disbursed
1993-94 1298 $529,198
1894-85 1712 $650,071
19905-896 1687 $652,615
1996-97 1581 $669,000
1997-98 1222 $539,030
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Exceptional Student Education Training Grant
Florida Statute 240.405 State Board of Education Ruie 8A-20.025

The purpose of the Exceptional Student Education Training Grant is to
encourage certified teachers employed full-time and in public schools or
state supported programs and teaching out-of-field to pursue certification
in the exceptional education subject area assigned. This program is
administered by the Bureau of Education for Exceptional Students and the
Office of Student Financial Assistance.

Award
Eligible applicants may receive tuition reimbursement for up o nine semester hours

or the equivalent per term.

Eligibility

Recipients of this grant must hold a valid Florida educator’s certificate that does not
reflect an exceptional student education coverage or endorsement appropriate for
the assignment, and must hold a full-time contract to teach in a public school, or a
state operated, or state supported program. In addition, recipients must
successfully complete specialized courses needed for certification in the area in
which she or he is assighed. The Bureau of Education for Exceptional Students
determines eligibility for an award. The Office of Student Financial Assistance
provides funding for awardees on a first come first served basis to the extent that
funds are appropriated.

Key Statistics
The first awards were made for the Exceptional Student Education Training Grant
in 1994-85. This program has received level funding since this time.

Exceptional Student Education
Training Grant
: . Funds

Year Participants Disbursed
1994-95 290 $109,212
1995-96 351 $109,039
1996-97 321 $109,161
1997-98 300 $109,019
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Florida Fund for Minority Teacher Education Scholars Program
Florida Statutes 240.4128 - 4129

The purpose of the Florida Minority Teachers Program is to encourage
minority students to become teachers by providing scholarship loans to
minority students enrolling full-time as juniors in a teacher education
program. This program is administered by the University of Florida and
the Office of Student Financial Assistance.

Award
The annual scholarship loan is $4,000.

Eligibility

Recipients of the Minority Teacher Education Scholars Program must be African-
American, Hispanic-American, Asian-American, or Native American students
enrolled full-time at an eligible postsecondary institution. Florida’s public
community colleges, and its public and private umversrties that have teacher
education programs are eligible to participate.

Students may receive the award for up to three years if they remain full-time and
make satisfactory progress toward a baccalaureate degree with a major in
education.

Scholarship recipients may repay the loan in full by teaching full-time in a Florida
public secondary school one year for each year they received the scholarship.

Key Statistics
1997-98 is the first year disbursements made by OSFA for this program.

Florida Minority Teachers Program
Year Participants Appropriation

1997-98 134 $3,000,000
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Florida Teacher Scholarship and Forgivable Loan Program
Florida Statue 240.4063 State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.039

The purpose of the Florida Teachers Scholarship and Forgivable Loan
program (FTS&FL) is to attract capable and promising students to the
teaching profession, attract teachers to areas of projected and current
critical teaching shortages, attract liberal arts and science graduates to
teaching, and provide opportunity for persons making mid-career
decisions to enter the teaching profession. FTS&FL is comprised of a two-
year scholarship for freshman and sophomores, the “Chappie” James
Most Promising Teacher Scholarship, and a two-year loan program for
juniors, seniors, and graduate students, the Critical Teacher Shortage
(CTS) Forgivable Loan Program.

Award Level

The maximum annual scholarship award is $1,500. However, if funds are
insufficient to provide ali eligible recipients with a full scholarship, awards are
prorated. The maximum award for the loan program is $4,000 for no more than
four semesters or the equivalent of undergraduate study, and $8,000 for no more
than four semesters or the equivalent of graduate study. Loan recipients who do
not fulfill the teaching obligation in Fiorida public or developmental research
schools are required to repay the loan plus interest.

Eligibility

Recipients of the scholarship program must submit an application to and be
nominated by their Florida high school principal, have a minimum unweighted GPA
of 3.0, be ranked in the top quatrtile of their senior class, have either an ACT or
SAT test score, provide written acknowledgment of their intent fo enter the public
school teaching profession in Florida, and enroll in a degree program. Scholarship
applicants are considered first by CTS area, then by GPA. One recipient is selected
from each public high school and a proportional number from all private high
schools. Fifteen percent of the scholarships are designated for minority students.

Undergraduate and graduate recipients of the forgivable loan program must be
enrolied in a state-approved critical teacher shortage teacher preparation program,
and provide written declaration of their intent to teach in public elementary or
secondary schools in Florida for the number of years the loan is awarded.

In addition, undergraduate forgivable loan recipients must be upper division
students, have scored in the top 40" percentile or better on the SAT or ACT, have
earned a minimum cumulative undergraduate GPA of 2.5 and not have previously
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earned a bachelor's degree. Graduate level forgivable loan recipients must have a
bachelor's degree from an accredited postsecondary institution, have earned a
minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0, or earned at least a 1000 on the Graduate Record
Examination, and not hold a bachelor's degree in a critical teacher shortage area.

Key Statistics

The Florida Teacher Scholarship and Forgivable Loan (FTS&FL) program was
implemented in the 1993-94 academic year as a result of the consolidation of three
teacher recruitment programs: the “Chappie” James Most Promising Teacher
Scholarship Loan, the Critical Teacher Shortage Scholarship Loan and the Masters’
Fellowship Loan Program for Teachers.

The “Chappie” James Most Promising Teacher Scholarship and the Critical
Teacher Shortage Forgivable Loan Program share an annual appropriation.
The legislature has appropriated $1,814,800 for these programs annually since
1995.

Florida Teacher Scholarship and Forgivable Loan
Chappie James Scholarship = Forgivable Loan TOTAL

Year Students Expenditures ~ Students Expenditures Students Expenditures
1993-94 218 $200,871 * 219 $200,671
1994-95 424 $622,500 * 424 $622,500
1595-96 502 $744,000 178 $722,049 580 31,466,049
1996-97 431 $621,000 250 $1,079,842 681 $1,700,942
1997-98 418 $606,750 226 $971,778 642 $1,578,529

* Funds were not available to make loan awards for 1993-94 and 1994-95.
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Limited Access Competitive Grant Program
Florida Statute 240.6045 State Board of Education Rule 8A.20.044

The Limited Access Competitive Grant Program (LACG) provides funds to
secure enrollment opportunities for eligible applicants in limited access
programs at eligible private colleges and universities. Limited access
programs are defined as high priority employment fields requiring a
baccalaureate degree for which state universities have insufficient
capacity to serve all qualified applicants.

Award Level

The LACG award is equal to 50% of the state's cost per academic year to fund a
full-time undergraduate student's public postsecondary education. The 1997-98
award was $2,002.

Eligibility

Grant recipients must be Florida residents, either community college graduates or
state university transfer students. Program applicants must meet Florida’s general
eligibllity requirements for receipt of state student financial aid and must be enrolied
full-time.

Key Statistics _ ,
The Postsecondary Education Planning Commission (PEPC) approved the
following eight programs for participation in LACG for 1997-98:

Special Education, General Nursing
Education, Mentally Handicapped Occupational Therapy
Education, Emotionally Handicapped Physical Therapy

Education, Specific Learning Disabilities Radio/TV

The first awards for the LACG program were made in 1996-97. Twenty-two
students attending five private coileges and universities were awarded
$41,895.During the 1997-98 academic year, 147 students attending seven
institutions and were awarded $274,274. This represents a 15% increase in
participation.

The 1897-98 appropriation was $500,000. The remaining balance of $225,726
returns to general revenue. It is expected that there will be an equal or greater
increase in participation for 1998-99 due to a reduction in documentation
requirements for eligibility.
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Nicaraguan and Haitian Scholarship Program
Florida Statute 204.4146

The purpose of the Nicaraguan and Haitian Scholarship Program is to
. recognize Nicaraguan and Haitian residents of Florida for their academic
achievement and service to their community.

Award Level ‘
The maximum award is $5,000 per academic year. However, this scholarship has
never been fully funded. The average annual award amount is $4,367.

Eligibility

Eligible applicants must be citizens of, or have been bomn in Nicaragua or Haiti.
Scholarship recipients are chosen on the basis of academic achievement and
service to the community. Applicants are required to submit written documentation
of their community service work along with their application. Recipients may be
incoming freshmen, undergraduate or graduate students, but they must attend a
state university.

Key Statistics
This scholarship program was implemented during the 1991-82 academic year.

NICARAGUAN AND HAITIAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
' | Award

Year Students Amount Expenditures
1993-94 2 34,340 $8,681
1994-95 2 $4,340 $8,681
1995-96 2 $4,340 $8,681
1996-97 2 $3,255 $6,510
1997-98 2 34,340 $8,681
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Scholarships for Children of Deceased or Disabled Veterans
Florida Statute 295.01 State Beard of Education Rule 6A-20.019

The purpose of the Scholarships for Children of Deceased and Disabled
Veterans Program is to provide educational opportunities at state expense
to dependent children of Florida veterans who died or were 100% disabled
as a result of specified military actions, or who have been declared
Prisoners of War or Missing in Action.

Award Level
Award amounts are based on the cost of matriculation and fees at public
postsecondary institutions.

Eligibility

The recipients of the Scholarships for Children of Deceased or Disabled Veterans
(CDDV) must be students between the ages of 16 and 22 who are dependents of
fFlorida veterans. All military actions and wars from World War | through the
Persian Gulf War and Operation Just Cause are included. The scholarship is
limited fo full-time students who are seeking a degree or certificate at an eligible
public or private postsecondary education institution.

Key Statistics
Expenditures for this program increased 62% this year. Since 1991-82
expenditures have increased 165%.

CHILDREN OF DECEASED AND DISABLED VETERANS
Expenditures By Sector 1993/34 - 1997/98
Private Sector Public Sector TOTAL
Year Students Expenditures Studenis Expenditures Students Expenditures
1953-94 0 30 66 $62,042 66 $62,042
1994-95 0 30 70 $83,283 70 $83,283
1995-96 0 $0 70 $83,852 70 $83,852
1996-97 0 80 54 $82,293 54 $82,293
1997-98 4 $6,158 92 $127.871 86 $134,030
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Student Member Scholarship

The General Appropriations Act provides for three student board member
scholarships, one each for the State Board of Community Colleges, State
Board of Regents, and the Postsecondary Education Planning
Commission. '

Award Level
The annual award is set by the legislature. For the last three years the award has

been $4,589.

Eligibility
Recipients of this program-are selected by each board and must enroll full-time at
an eligible Florida public postsecondary institution.

Key Statistics

The first awards for this program were made in 1983 for the State Board of Regents
schoiarship. In 1980, the State Board of Community Colleges and Postsecondary
Education Planning Commission scholarships began.
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The William L. Boyd, IV, Florida Resident Access Grant
Florida Statute 240.605 State Board of Education Rule 6A-20.007

The purpose of the Florida Resident Access Grant (FRAG) is to provide
tuition assistance to students attending eligible independent nonprofit
colleges or universities in Florida. FRAG awards are not based on
financial need and are not considered financial assistance. The legislature
finds eligible institutions an integral part of Florida’s higher educational
system, which reduces the tax burden on the citizens of Florida.

Award Level _

Each year the FRAG award is based on a percentage of the state’s cost for a full-
time undergraduate student o attend a state university. The 1997 legislature
enacted an increase to the FRAG award from a maximum of 35% in 1997-98 to
the full cost to the state thereafter, or as specified in the General Appropriations Act
(GAA).

Eligibility _ The 1997-98 General
The Florida Resident Access Grant is available to Appropriations Act
Fiorida residents who attend eligible postsecondary set the maximum
institutions as full-time degree seeking award amount at
undergraduate students. $1,800. The average
e e e ) cost of tuition and
Eligible institutions include independent nonprofit fees at FRAG
Florida colleges and universities which have a eligible institutions
secular purpose, grant bachelor degrees and are was $11,402.

accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

Key Statistics

State’s cost 1997-98: $4,005

Maximum award permitted by GAA: $1,800

Award based on proration: $1,412

Average Cost of Tuition and Fees FRAG eligible Institutions: $11,402
Number of awards: 20,403

Total Expenditures: $28,032,605

1997-98 FRAG appropriation: $28,852,200. A balance of $819,595 returned to
general revenue.
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